
Week One – Mombasa, Kenya May 2016

Here I am in Mombasa for my annual visit. I settled in and got down to work after spending three hours at the 
airport waiting for my suitcase to arrive on the flight after mine from Nairobi - seems they don’t always send your 
bags on the same flight as you.………….. Welcome to Africa !!! Just what you want after travelling for 24 hours.

SOME EXCITING NEWS
We have a kitchen partially finished. To all those that attended the Fashion Show we are making great progress. The 
funds raised on the day have enabled us to immediately commence work on our kitchen and I hope to see it finished 
during my stay. A huge thank you to all involved.

NOW – FOR SOME REALLY BIG NEWS !!!!
I have been very hopeful since last August that we would be getting a new iron roof donated to the school. We had 
major issues with the thatched roof leaking, and, with the rainy season starting in April two of our classes flooded 
and were unable to be used. I have not said anything until I was certain it would happen. Well guess what – they 
have finished it and are just connecting up the guttering to the rainwater tanks. We now have two extra small tanks 
plus our large one so water should not be an issue. We have had to pay for water on occasions and this just adds to 
our running costs.

It is truly amazing and I am so very, very grateful to Paresh Shah and the Indian community for making this possible. 
It was going to be a huge expense and I have been trying to get by with patching the old roof for the last two years. 
Now all our worries are over. 
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Since my arrival I have had several meetings with Beth, our school administrator, and she has brought me up to date 
with all that has been happening. Unfortunately, the Health Inspectors are still being difficult and we are trying hard 
to get permission to start cooking again after they closed the kitchen in April until we had built a kitchen. 
"Apparently" it is now necessary to cook inside, despite the fact that it is very common practice to cook outside all 
over Africa.
This has been a huge drama and Beth has had many meetings with them. We even arrange for our clinic doctor to 
speak to them and report on how much improvement there has been in the children's health since our food program 
was introduced. We have given out 40 food parcels to the most needy of our families to ensure the kids still had 
something to eat during this time. We were unable to organise a meeting with them on Thursday or Friday but 
hopefully they will be coming tomorrow for an inspection of our nearly completed kitchen. Fingers crossed for a 
good outcome.

Beth and I had a meeting with the chief organised on Friday morning but unfortunately he cancelled at the last 
moment – well actually 10 minutes after he was due to arrive…….but again that’s Africa. We hope he turns up on 
Monday.

I have also had a meeting with our principal, Julius and discussed the situation we had that led to one of our teachers 
leaving. We now have two new teachers who I met yesterday. They are Madam Dorah for Class 8 and Mr Phillip for 
class 6 & 7. I was very impressed with both and the kids seem to have adjusted to the change very well.
Class 8 will be sitting their National exam in November so we are conducting extra classes on Saturday mornings for 
them. I took the opportunity yesterday to speak to them all about their future and had them fill out a questionnaire 
which was very insightful.

I have also met with Estelle King who is the head of the Mombasa branch of the East African Women’s League. She 
gave me some wonderful advice and insight into how to work within the crazy system here. She has also invited me 
to attend the monthly meeting of the group in two weeks. Another wonderful contact established here. 

Apart from some uninvited hairy intruders who stole my bananas off the kitchen 
bench – guess it was my fault for leaving the window open, even if it has bars on 
that are only 4” apart !! all is going great and I am enjoying my time and appear to 
be making some good early progress.

That’s all for now, more to follow soon 
Cheers
Jenny


